Drinking  Water  Surveillance  Program  (DWSP) 


Ontario's  Drinking  Water  Surveillance 
Program  (DWSP)  monitors  municipal  drinking 
water  quality.  Municipalities  participate  vol- 
untarily in  the  program.  The  Ministry  of  the 
Environment  has  operated  DWSP  since  1986. 
A  major  role  of  the  program  is  to  monitor  non- 
regulated  parameters  and  emerging  contami- 
nants. 

DWSP  complements  the  drinking  water 
quality  monitoring  that  municipalities  are 
required  to  do  as  part  of  operating  their  drink- 
ing water  systems.  DWSP  and  its  partners 
make  a  valuable  contribution  to  Ontario's 
source-to-tap  drinking  water  safety  net  by  pro- 
viding reliable  test  results  for  use  in  a  variety 
of  scientific  and  research  activities. 

What  Are  The  Objectives  Of  DWSP? 

•  Monitor  a  large  suite  of  inorganic  and  or- 
ganic chemicals  and  some  radionuclides, 
and  make  the  data  publicly  available. 

•  Survey  the  occurrence  of  emerging  con- 
taminants of  concern. 

•  Provide  data  for  the  review  of  drinking  wa- 
ter quality  standards  and  the  establish- 
ment of  new  standards. 

•  Provide  data  for  long-term  trending  of 
drinking  water  quality. 

•  Provide  relevant  samples  for  the  develop- 
ment of  new  laboratory  testing  methods. 


How  Does  The  Program  Work? 

Water  treatment  facilities  are  visited  to  docu- 
ment treatment  processes,  select  appropriate 
sampling  locations  and  train  operators  in 
DWSP  procedures. 

Operators  collect  untreated  source  and  treated 
drinking  water  samples  in  the  treatment  facil- 
ity as  well  as  distribution  system  samples, 
such  as  consumer's  tap  and  water  tower.  Fre- 
quency of  sampling  varies  from  two  to  six 
times  per  year  depending  on  the  type  of  water 
sources  (groundwater,  lakes  and  rivers). 

Samples  are  analyzed  at  accredited  and  li- 
censed government  labs. 

DWSP  staff  check  the  quality  of  the  analytical 
data  thoroughly. 

An  electronic  database  allows  quick  province- 
wide  access  to  detailed  information  and  re- 
ports. 
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How  Is  DWSP  Sampling  Different 
From  Regulatory  Sampling? 


How  Do  Participating  Municipalities 
Benefit? 


DWSP  sampling  is  separate  from  the  sampling 
requirements  of  the  Drinking  Water  Systems 
Regulation  (O.  Reg.  170/03).  DWSP  samples 
are  collected  for  the  purpose  of  drinking  water 
science  and  research.  For  example,  DWSP  has 
done  special  surveys  for  emerging  contami- 
nants such  as  algal  toxins,  pharmaceuticals 
and  perfluorinated  compounds.  DWSP  rou- 
tinely monitors  pesticides,  metals  and  organic 
compounds  that  are  not  regulated. 


DWSP  data  are  useful  for  assessing  source 
water  quality,  determining  the  efficiency  of 
drinking  water  treatment,  and  monitoring 
emerging  contaminants  and  other  unregu- 
lated contaminants.  DWSP  samples  also  pro- 
vide much  data  on  regulated  contaminants. 

Municipalities  can  show  consumers  that 
they  are  going  beyond  regulatory  testing  re- 
quirements and  making  an  additional  effort 
to  ensure  they  are  providing  safe,  clean 
drinking  water. 


All  sample  analysis  is  free  of  charge. 
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From  22  municipal  drinking  water  systems  in  1986,  DWSP  now 
monitors  over  100  systems  spread  across  most  of  Ontario.  This 
represents  approximately  80  percent  of  Ontario's  population 
that  is  served  by  municipal  drinking  water  systems. 


Where  Can  I  Find  More 
Information  About 
DWSP? 

For  information  about 

DWSP  visit: 

www .  Ontario  .ca/dwsp 

Electronic  data  can  be 
downloaded  from: 
www.ene.gov.on.ca/ 
environment/en/resources/ 
collection/data  downloads/ 
index.htm 

For  more  information  on 
how  to  participate  in  DWSP, 
please  email 
DWSP@ontario.ca 
or  call  in  the  Greater 
Toronto  Area:  416-235-6324 
Toll-free:  1-877-442-9098 
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